, County. 


_ apparently are still keeping.tabs‘on him and his group 


" Muniz, and-U.S, Senate-candidate Flores Amaya have 


- knowingly decided to get into the dope*business,” the 


: Bence agencies also might have some knowledge 
-about: | ne tie: 


_ at the University of Colorado in. Boulder, who was: 


. South Texas. 


taining to his party and himself: 4 few of them are 
 Slip-ups that should not have been released, he added. 


_ been convicted of drug-related conspiracies. 


. Unida’s national convention in-El-Paso in 1972. 
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Raza U nida chief says papers 


ASRO00300490006-3 


show harassment by FBI, CIA 


- By DAN WATSON . 

Staff Writer of The News t 

CRYSTAL CITY, Texas — The FBI and the CIA. 

were once highly interested in La Raza Unida Party 

until the agencies got their hands Slapped for unau- 

thorized snooping into domestic affairs, according to 
the party's national president, Jose Angel Gutierrez, . 

Gutierrez has’been using the Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act for more than two years to document federal 
interest in Mexican-American political. activities in 


The muscular, ‘32-year-old ‘Zavala County judge 
said he has obtained more than 3,000 documents per- 


Gutierrez, who holds a doctor of ‘political science 
degree from the University of Texas, said he is dis- 
turbed because, he contends, the files show a pattern 
of domestic surveillance that may-be continuing with- 
out due cause: It is tantamount to‘harassment, he said, 
because other political parties apparently-are not sub- 
ject to the same close scrutiny. j 


“THEY'RE NO LONGER trying to catch criminals, 
They're trying to subvert political expression. That's 
obvious,” said Gutierrez, who founded the party and 
Stpervised its takeover of political positions in Zavala 


Gutierrez maintains that government agencies 
under the guise of “trying to check-for the propensity 
toviolence.” 8 
__ Gutierrez said La Raza Unida maybe interested in 
filing a lawsuit to determine whether any intelli- 
gence agencies are responsible for political disrup- 
tion, failures and even some deaths of party members, 

The party's. past gubernatorial.candidate, Ramsey 


1 


“I think they were encouraged to. fall into entrap: 
ment. J can't believe they deliberately, willingly and 


judge said, ee) ee 
GUTIERREZ SAID he believes government inteélli:. 


@ Ramon Perez, brother of a Webb County party: 
organizer, whose body was found-floating in the Rio 
Grande in 1972, BS a hoe 

@ Ricardo Falcon, a party delegate, shot to death. 
while traveling through New Mexico to La Raza 


@ Frank R. Anaya, a minority affairs counselor: 


found shot to death and. with needle marks on. his 
arms in Juarez during the 1972.convention. 
Most of the four boxes:of files Gutierrez has gath.. 


- other documents and tapes that chart La Raza Unida’s 


eet 


credit the party. You're harassed so you defend your- | 
self and allocate time to rear guard actions rather | 
than going out and organizing voters,” 

‘Since the party started as an outgrowth of a youth | 
organization in 1976, it has managed to produce 80,000 
to 90,000 votes during major state elections. But 
Gutierrez, who owns a beer distributorship in Crystal 
City, said bad publicity outside Zavala County has 
given. La Raza Unida a “shaky” image everywhere 
except in deep South Texas, . 


THE UNIVERSITY of Texas has proposed to pur- 
chase the intelligence files from the party as well as 


growth as a political force and Gutierrez’ success at 
becoming one of the first politically visible Mexican- 
Americans in the state. ; 

Robert Urzura, chief librarian for the school's 
Mexican-American Library Project, said last week 
Gutierrez had agreed to provide copies of the intelli- 
gence agencies’ records for 5500. sity Se 

But Gutierrez said he has told the University of', 
Texas twice he is not interested in selling the files to 
the university. 

“We av eau be in the business of suing the FBI 
and CIA, and we're not in the business of making doc- 
uments available to the University of Texas,” Gutier-§ 
rez added. - 
"He said there was an agreement pending to mak 
available to the university other documents dealin 
with the party's origin and growth. 

A 1971 CIA memo using the code name “Chaos” 
noted that 38.foreign students studying-at the Interna- 
tional University in Mexico City “weie- part of Cesar 
Chavez's Farm Workers Union and partly from Partial 
Rauza Unida.” oe ge a 

' The memo pointed out, “If a student requests a 
course not provided for, a.leftist teacher is sought to 
give that course.” : tas 


THE CHAOS MEMO also noted; “Marxism is not 
‘taught as a specific subject, but ‘soctal studies’ offers 
‘ample opportunity to include Marxist-studies.” 

Another memo, which originated as a ‘political 

perspective note from the.American.embassy in Mex. 
ico City, noted that a Mexican news reporter had 
interviewed Gutierrez about his position on illegal 
aliens crossing the Texas border. The memo contains 
comments about the reporter's opinions, apparently 
gleened by embassy staffers. _ 
‘ - Tougher domestic security investigation guide. 
lines were established by the U:S, attorney general's 
Officein 1976... 7 Ey ots a 


q 


Bi i tay 


a 


tn renin ete epee 
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Under present guidelines, investigations will be 
conducted by the FBI only when activities: involve 
force or violence or an attempt to overthrow the 
government; interfere with the-activities of a foreign 
government; impair the federal government to influ- 
ence policies, or a state government to influence 
interstate commerce; or deprive persons of their civil 
rights. 


GUTIERREZ CLAIMS he. also has obtained a 1978 
memo from the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administra- 
tion that strongly associates him with known drug 
dealers in South Texas. 

“I have a lot of supporters who are dope dealers. 
Therefore I'm involved.in dope. Now tnBY sa heck of a 
jump,” he said. 

‘T believe there's a concentrated effort to. dis. 


me ee a tag adn bee oe 
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“Chicanos: a shia 
haza Unida ig sue US &, Pio 


The ce. Raza Unida Pare of Texas | 
unanimously decided at its convention to sue, 
the federal government fur its harassment j 
and illegal surveillance of the Chicano party. - 

Zavala County Judge Jose Angel Gutier-. 
rez told the convention—held outside San 
Antonio Sept. 18-19—that recently obtained 
FBI and CIA files confirm there’ is ‘‘a 
deliberate,. conscious, planned effort, 10: 

: destroy the partido.”" 2 

Gutierrez, a foundee of ‘the Crystal City 

Raza Unida Party, recently obtained under 
the Freedor of Information Act 100 pages of 
documents from the two agencies. 

“These people [the FBI and CIA] are 
watching us,’' Gutierrez declared. ‘‘These 
people are keeping tabs ot us—not with any 
good intention to prolect our safety - and - 
security, but to deliberately destroy us.’ 

’ Gutierrez cited examples of develonmetits 
j : within the party since 1970 that pointed to 
the workings of the FBI and CIA. 

Two Raza Unida activists had been killed 
and a number of party people had suddenly 
lost their jobs. Furthermore, he said, there |. 

have been numerous cases of police : i 
victimization. ‘Most recently, © Ignacio 
*‘Nacho’’ Perez, a Raza Unida member, was | 
arrested j in, August on charges of ‘‘harbor- | 
ing’ an ‘“‘illepal alien’ ‘undocumented | 
worker. - ; 


‘ 


Approved For Release 2004/10/13 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000300490006-3 


